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aWASHINGTON,\ S‘-pt 9-—IrL ea.rly
..1975 when Mao Tse-tung was already
—duf.t.ma into the shadows of his. final’
“Long March,” he.wrote a poem. to, hxs
pq;ucal and., mnhtary comrade,. i

bur mission unﬂnbhed may. take
@ thousand years. . ..: o o
Z‘-he struagle tires us and our hatr
u'uuls grey.... -
Xau and 1. old fnends, can we. jus
: atwatch. our, efforts be washed=
Tsieway? .. :. : -
So even - Chamnan \rIa.o knew at |
the-weakness of great.ne,ss,zs the fra-;
gxhty. of life and wonderedivhat would

‘He.counted on Chéu En- lai to. succeed
him for a tlme,, and | Chou struggled at
_thefend to arrange an orderly succes-
sxon., t.b.rouc,h ane. Minister,. Teng-
~Hs;ao-pmg, but _Mr.. Chou dxed and’
Mr,,,.Teng -was ,banished_even before'
:Chairman., Mag’ was, vone. U

¥ -gecordmgly,. o 3

;and’in the- eyes of a gnevmg Chmaf
:prabably amxmpemnence to speculate,
ion,Mao’s. “successor.” The ,chances
fa:e_,;there wijl be-no successor, - for.
‘Mao had become a. myth, whlch could/

bugpthe world ,txll -wonders. who
rule,-a fifth of ihe human. race. 3.

~'The Governmént ix' Peling, whoever
tnqy. are, . has -chosen four men...to.|
preside over the ceremony of buna] :
and.since the Chinese, more than most, ;
hve.and die’ by symbols, these foury,
set.apart from the rest, have attracted

4 ?speclal attermon from . the-+China
: ,watchers in the potitical and academnc

:hhcﬁ} arm- of tHe " Chinese~ armed

| latz*seventies:v ¥

“Peking region,: protectmg and com—
matlding . the, capitalis - =%

«no ‘miore thas that-—is that it will: be:
‘a“‘while" before. anybody emerges .as

'amied forces,” anhd whether thx> will
. go for the time being to the old ™an
who® ,has prestige.” Yeh Chnen-ymg,

happen to China when he was gone..| ;Pe - N

"mterested in the ph;Iosophy of China
,.after Mao Tse-tung than.in.ifsper-

“irf.a new and more just order-of”the.
“wovtd? Does it still” see -itself as: “the
independent,:.
“dota™ or does: it"want to trade ‘with:

“empire i a coopﬂa’we mterdepentb

“‘fOFApower in: China-are” importact: ta

©Gevtge
‘and~’l‘homas Gates—have tried to find |l

t e W

commumtxes of the United States.’
’Izlgey are Hua Kuo-feng, vice chau"-
man' of the Communist Party, and
Pn‘r?e Minister’ of the State Council;
Wang Hun°-wen another vice chau‘-
majf and the young fortyish secretary.
of “the -Shanghai ‘Communist  Party;
Chéng Ch'un-ch-xao, ‘head of - thé :po-

foxtes‘ “and Yeht CHJen-ymg,‘tne Mm-“
‘ist&r-of- NatxOnaI Defeme row in: 'hps
o 3

‘Officials here arso pay attentxon to]
a.-Fifth “key figure “in thé “Chinese
hierarchy:-Ch’en “Hsi-Fen, ‘also a’ wce
premier of the State Council; ard more
xmportan:t, ivresen‘t‘ “iniitary " “eortt
matideér of" tﬁe dithed forces® ine tbe

The informed guess here—-avd 1t is

Chairman of the party, and that maybe
t:he-*pohtlcal leadetship will be collec-
xvé rather ‘than’ personal for a very
lorrg' time. 7.7

M‘eanwhxle ‘speculition is' centered
here ‘on command of the” Chinesé’

preSent Minister of Defense,  of- to’
Ch’en st-hen, who commands around

Beyond: thxs, Washmoton ‘is” more
sonahtles. Does' it want to cooperate

isolated.: “middle. king-
the"world ‘afid:become a new modain

ent’world by-the. end of the century?.
““#rhis is what Washington, after-pay-
-mg"*}ts : tributes *to - the~ personal
achiévements of Mao. T se-tung,:would
liké to know The internal struggles:

th§i*question, :Thelast three  United”
Stakes representatives in Peking' since

Jthéiopemng to® China—David Bruce,|
jow :head of the C.LA5T

_out, but they have been isolated and-

i

frﬁbfrated “smothérad by ~politeness

s

N .

: bu’e*dbpnvedv of "information. =4 T :a'“@_ \
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" 7They have all: been*consulted since 4
thé““deatii of :Chairman ‘Mao about
““whiter China,”but they do not know,
- S0 the Govegnment here is wam'\g and i
watthing, - -l
- Tt-has to know what men and’ poh- |
ttcs ‘will emerge in China after the-|
“satces:;on »- Will Peking follow the -
lirie ‘of -the Shanghai Communiqué; -
cocrperatu'tur Swith™ Washmgton on at~
ledst limited - ‘terms? Will it become.~
more nationalistic after Mao, and com-".
promxse its-differences” with- Moscow2. L
Ori-and " this.-is ‘the ‘anxiety : here— .
will new Chinesé leaders try-'to-put:
todéther ‘the Sino-Soviet -alliance: and
confront the “frée-world “with' a- solid.=
Cémmunist bloc in’ the’ Eurasian’ COn«.
teni’ from’ Vladivostok to Berlin?.. 322
’I‘he captams, the’ ‘poets’ “and - the .
kihgs ‘depart “in- “the™ Western * +world,
w;thout much change; bt in"the Com-<¥
munist world, there are often funda= 5
mZatal changes from:'a Lénin!-to~ a«‘
SfaI‘m, from a Stalin 10 a Khrushchev. 4
“Washington ~ wonders -about  this
after’ Chairman Map,*mainly beeause®
itis, guessing in the ‘dark. Its Buess for.
the .moment is that the policies- of -
Chalrman Mao and Chou En-lat Wl“
prevail for’ a ! while,” at" least untxl “the®
struggle for “Siccéssion is over. - A
Meanwhue' the- balance - of«po 'm:akH
pawer in the ‘world will be’ in “doubt,’
for nobody i in“the’ main power centers
of “the world -knows * who or. whats
commg next o -

A T ~‘n




